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| Advertiſement to the Reader. 


o SERMON by a 1505 will be thought a n 
mance o unprecedented and ſo much out of 
her provincę, that it may be neceſſary to 1 0 the 
Reader, what gave occaſion to her employing her 
pen in this way. It was this; in converſation with a 
friend on the depravity of the times, he told her, that 
if ſhe would make a Sermon on the ſubject, he would 
preach it. She accordingly took up her pen, writing 


nothing but the dictates of her own heart, without 


being indebted to any” Author, either living or dead; 

far from thinking at the time that it would ever be 
heard of again, but that as ſoon as it was preached, 
the flames would conceal its defects. 


Should it be aſked Bow it came to be ads pub- 
lick amidſt {lo many Sermons on the occaſion moſt. 
certainly far ſuperior to this, the truth muſt be own- 
ed. It was ſuggeſted to her, that if ſhe would print 
off 500 or 1000 at her own expence, and give them 
to the Benevolent Society for the diſcharge and 

relief of perſons impriſoned for SMALL DEBTS 
in the gaols of Norwich and Norfolk, a pretty ſum 


mi ight > 


(ir 1 

miglit be RETRY for the purpoſe. And ſhe flatters 
herſelf, that none among her own ſex at leaſt, either 
in Norwich or in Norfolk, but would be tempted to 
give a ſhilling, if not for the novelty. of the petfor- 


mance, yet _ for the W lo charitable . a 
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SY 


0 * wag = i £49 7 k 2 ff ; 
— ( & . P * , 
; — ey o 2 3, 7 8 > 72 2 
of) v 7 * ' p Are 7 , - 
| AJ 1 e * 28. = 8 . 4Q 


9 285 N 25 


SF ELL 
\ —. 


K —_ c —_— = 4 


6 * TS ä EN” >” F. BY FE SY 7 * 7 r A — — — — — —— 
- N 4 ; ; . 
: £ * WY p 


eee v. 9. 


Shall 7 not vi 2 4 theſe things, faith te 1 ORD? and 
e not my 7 at be ed of fuch'd a nation as this? 


„ > 4 
& * 
4 I . f 
- k = 1 4 * 
ws 1 , * 
, . * 4 
5 . « 4 1 * © of N * +4 * 


\HE Prophet throughout this chapter is lament- - 
ing the grievous offences, wherewith the na- 
tion of the Jews had long been provoking the wrath | 
_ of the Almighty. 'He bewails their aſtoniſhing ido- . 
latry in departing from the living God who had 
choſen the Hill of Sion for his reſidence, and ſerv- 
ing ſtrange Gods i in the land. He lays before them 
their horrid adulteries, their deceit and treachery to 
each other; and then introduces Jehovah appealing 
to their hearts, whether ſuch heinous ſins did not cry 
aloud for vengeance. Shall I not viſit for theſe 
things, ſaith the LORD o and ſhall not ih foul! be 15 
avenged of ſuch a nation as this pi: OE 
= 7 


CP 9 

How _—} how alarming ſuch an appeal! Strange 
that any people could hear it, without feeling its 
force and poignancy! as it muſt certainly convey to 
them this admonition, that though the Almighty be 
flow to wrath and flower to puniſh, though he will 
often prove a ſinful people by all the gentle methods 
of mercy and compaſſion, before he will try them in 
the furnace of affliction; yet, if they will go on to 
commit fin with greedineſs, and deſpiſe his patience 
and forbearance, he will certainly take vengeance on 
ſuch 2 nation as this. 


© Ir ie in the Sos 1 to apply 
theſe words to ourſelves. But I think. your own 
hearts muſt have made the application: They muſt 
have told you, that the words of the text may with 
equal propriety be applied to this ſinful land where- 
in we dwell. Tis true, we do. not worſhip idols; 


but are. we not lovers of pleaſure! more than lovers . 


of Cod? Are there not too many amongſt us who 
trample upon all his laws, deſpiſe his reproofs, pro- 
phane his ſabbaths, and make a jeſt of every thing 
| that i is ſerious and ſacred? Nay, and as if we ſtrove 


1 


to excel i in wickedneſs, we ſee many who perhaps 
are more vile on the Lord's Day, than on any of 
the other ſix, ſpending it in drunkenneſs, riot, and 
debauchery. It ſhould ſeem as if we were refolved 
to defy his power, and fay, Is there knowledge in 
the Moſt High? Then farety we muſt deceive our- 
felves, if without a ſpeedy repentance we can hope 
to eſcape the vengeance of the Almighty, any more 
than did the Jews of old, and every other nation 


under Heaven, when they filled * the meaſure of 
their iniquities. 


of But ey not the fins of this nation. attended with 
higher aggravations than thoſe of the Jews? Moſt 
certainly. They, as long as they continued in obe- 
dience to the laws of their Creator, were promiſed 
deliverance from all their enemies, and every other 
temporal blefling their hearts could wiſh. But not 
the leaſt mention is made of everlaſting ſelicity; and 
it i is pretty certain, that the bulk of the people had 
no notion of a future ſtate of rewards and puniſh- 
ments till after the Babyloniſh captivity, We, on 
tne, other hand, have the bright light of the Goſpel 
1100 8 init 


„ 

ſhining among us, and may be as ſure of riſing again, 
either to everlaſting happineſs or to everlaſting mi- 
ſery, as we are ſure that we ſhall die. The Jews had 
the proſpect of an earthly Canaan, but. we of an 
heavenly. Peace, plenty, and length of days on 
earth, was all they were taught to hope for, as the 
reward of their obedience. Then how much are our 
| hopes and expectations higher than theirs? And if 
they were not ſpared, will it not be preſuniption- in 
us to hope to eſcape? I 7 i 19% r 


* 


— 


"4 may add that we, as they were, hive: long ſeem- 
ed to be the favourites of Heaven. How often hath 
the Lord of Hoſts been our defence: and ſhield in the 
day of battle. He hath ſtretched forth his almighty 
arm to ſave us, and made the very elements contri- 
| bute to our victory, when a violent hailſtorm, blown 


in the face of our enemies, hath brought us off con- = 


querors. And what has been the conſequence? Have 
our hearts been warmed with gratitude, ſo as to ren- 


der him more dutiful _— Alas! 3 9 no 
mans!) ite) x 
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( 9: ) 
Our extenſive commerce: hath brought us an in- 
creaſe of wealth: And to what purpoſe? I fear to 
no other, but to make us, like the ſtubborn Jews, for- 
get the Lord our Maker, and the many wonderful 
dieliverances he hath wwrought for us. For have we. 
7 not imported with their merchandize into this once 
happy land the vices of every nation, to the deſtruc- 
tion of our religion and morals: inſomuch that 
among the men of opulent fortunes and all the world- 
y wiſe, religion is ſcarce ever thought of, unleſs it be 
for the purpoſes of ridicule and contempt? But 
ſuch, I hope, are none of you that hear me this day; 
for to ſuch, it ĩs to be ſuppoſed, all preaching would 
be vain, unleſs we were to take a view of them upon 
their death- beds; then perhaps they would willingly 
attend to the Won of exhortation, | and in the an- 
guiſh and / perturbation of their minds would gladly 
give up all their poſſeſſions, to be in the condition of 
the truly religious man, though cloathed in rags. 
But let us draw a veil over ſuch a diſmal cene; and 
let us pray, that the Almighty would touch: their 
hearts, that he would give them the grace of repen- 
tance to conlider their ways, and the terrible effects 


that 
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vour, will be found ſome, 
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that their evil example wuſt have upon all around 
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e it is faid, — b at the Try 58 
deſcends with amazing rapidity from the court to the 
cottage, which we know! was the caſe with us in a 
former reign. We are now fo happy as to have a 
Monarch upon the throne eminent ſor piety and 
conjugal affection. Might we not then ſuppoſe, that 
all within the influence of the court would put on 
the robe of righteouſneſs, and wear it as the only 
garb of recommendation: But it is too notorious 
that the very reverſe of this is the caſe. And I am 
ſorry to fay it, that even amongſt the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, thoſe who ought to watch for our ſouls, and, 
like good ſhepherds, gently lead the flock out of the 
reach of the ravening wolf, that ranges about to de- 
who by their own evil ex- 
ample point them the road to deſtruction. If, in the 
language of ber pause 4 theſe be not dur dogs, my 


bark 1 in vain. gerte 
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Oh that every one of us would lay theſe things to 
heart before 'it be too late! The deſtroying Angel 
ſeems ready to ſtrike, let us diſarm him by a ſpeedy 
repentance ! and, without finding fault, either with 
thoſe that promoted or thoſe that were averſe to this 
unhappy war, let us ſuppoſe that we ſee the hand of 


God in it, and'trenible, left it ſhould be deſigned by 
him, as a ſevere but ; juſt "I for our evil deeds! 


Let us + ha apptoach the God of Armies, Hike 
bling ourſelves before him in faſting and prayer. 
Every one of us muſt ſee the neceſſity of this, at a 
time when we are involved! in an expenſive war with 
his Majeſtys rebellious ſubjects i in America, dreading 
a viſit from our natural enemies the French, and 
above all when many, and, 1 am afraid, too many of 


us live in open rebellion ne, *. e of 
Heaven. em 


* 4 
* 4 
x 


we are met together in this ſacred place to im- 
| plore a bleſſing upon our fleets and armies, to beg 
mercy and pardon. for our ſins that have provoked 
| the great God of Heaven to anger, and to make re- 


ſolutions 


1 


tolutions of better obedience, that we may avert. the 
impending. ruin, that ſeems to threaten this nation: 
But do we come hither, with hearts truly penitent for 
our paſt ſins, and with firm reſolution to root out 
every vice, and tranſplant there their oppoſite virtues? 
Doth,the ſabbath-breaker reſolve. never more to do 
his ordinary buſineſs on that day, but to ſpend it in 
meditation and prayer, or in works of "mercy and 
: charity ? Might not that Almighty Being, who gives | 
us all our time, have. appropriated a much. larger 11 rt 
to himſelf? ? But he in tender compaſſion to 5 
many wants and infirmities, has only eee e us - 
the obſervation, of one day in ſeven. Doth the 
drunkard from henceforth reſolve. to lead a life of 


temperance and ſobriety? Doth the common-fwearer 


reſolve never more to uſe the ſacred name of God, 
- but with reverence and devotion ? And this, 1 muſt 
obſerve, is a fin fo much i in uſe among you, that your 
very children will liſp an oath. Tell the common- 
 ſvearer, what a heinous crime he is guilty of, and in 
excuſe for himſelf he will ſay, 1 have got ſuch a ha- 
bit of it, that 1 cannot help it. And muſt not this 5 
be the ale wich Ygur children, who, before they | 


come 


( 23 ) 


come to man's eſtate; muſt. have got the ſame habit 


that you complain of? And with what face can you 

correct them for a ſin, you yourſelf are guilty of 
every day, nay, perhaps every hour? If, I ſay, you 
have ſuch ſorrow and ſuch reſolutions, as I have been 
deſcribing, and your hearts go along with your pray- 
ers, tlien may you hope that the Almighty will lend 
2 merciful ear, that he will again be gracious to this 


land, and pity his people. But, if you bring no re- 
ſolutions of amendment, if you offer not your: hearts 


with your Prayers, then hear what the great God of 
Heaven ſaith by the mouth of his Prophet. The 
45 er the e is an abomination unto me. ; 


1255 ; 


ndl l it may en 7 if: any af you ſhould 


have a ſervant. that has been guilty. of ſome heinous 
crime, and he tells you, that he is ſorry, and will 
never do the like again, compaſſion would incline 
you to pardon him. But ſhould he be ſo baſe, as 


immediately to go and commit the ſame crime, how 
would your indignation riſe againſt him? In this 
way are we daily provoking the Almighty, when we 


* to be ſorry for our ſins and mean nothing by 
© N 2 


684 4 


it, nah perhaps, ne not even i think what we are ſaying, | but 
have our thoughts at that very time filled, with vanity 


and folly. - What is this but to play he hypocrite 


with our Maker? Thus, indeed, we may deceive 
each other, but cannot deceive him, who made and 
ſiees our hearts, and calls upon us to offer them to 
| him in ſincerity and devotion. es My fon, lays he, 


give me thy heart?” which, if we will not give him, 


hat have we to expect but that he will appoint us 


our portion with the hypocrites, unleſs we turn ana 
Tus wrath 195 a ems —— Sos 1 1 


Hear with what tender i FR Lord 1 Jeho- 
vah entreats you to repent and amend | your ways! 
« Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why 


Fe will ye die? As 1 live, faith the LORD, I have 
no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but chat 
the wicked turn from his ways and live.“ But if 5 
ye will not hear him, hen he ſo tender dy. calls upon 
you, then what have we to hope for, but that he wall 


viſt for theſe things, and Rank his foul will be at 
55, of tuch a nation as „ 


God 


( 

God forbid that this ſhould be the caſe! and that 
it may not, let me entreat you, my brethren, to 
put off no longer the work of repentance, It is of 

all others the moſt neceſlary : but it is a work we 
cannot perform of ourſelves. We muſt turn to the 
Lord with all our hearts, beſceching him to ſend us 
help from above. And if we ſincerely wiſh and de- 
fire to draw nigh. to God, he will certainly draw nigh 
to us. Then let us not delay another hour. This 
moment we are ſure of, the next is uncertain. It 
may, for ought you know, be che laſt time that 1 
mall ever warn you to repent. 1 ſtand upon the 
verge of the grave, and when I ſhall drop in, is 
known only to him, Who knoweth all things before 
they be. To-day we live, but who dares lay, 1 ſhall 


hve to-morrow | * 
II. 1 tie been fo happy a as to make any ienptclion 
475 upon your minds, let me entreat you, as you love 
your own fouls, not to go away and loſe it, either 
amidſt the cares or the pleaſures of the world ; but 
nouriſh, cheriſh, and i improve it by prayer and me- 
ditation, by a conſtant attendance upon the publick 
c 2 ___ worſhip 


= ( 16 ) 
worſhip of God, and receiving the Holy Sacrament. 


Theſe are the means Nou muſt ule, to obtain ms grace 


of W War 


\ 


Nothing is more aſtoniſhing to me, than to ſee ſo 


many of you turn your backs upon the Lord's Table. 


I know there be ſome among you that ſay, I don't 


think myſelf. good enough to come. And indeed, if 
you love your fins, better than you r your Saviour, 
you are utterly unfit to partake of the Lord 8 Supper. 
But then neither are you fit to ſay your Prayers, nor 

can you pray with ſincer; ity; your prayers are a mere 


mockery. When once you have conquered your 
evil habits, which you mult do, before you can hope 
that your prayers will reach Heaven; then may you 


be enabled to pray with fervent zeal and true devoti- 


on; then may you partake of the Lord's Supper with 


wuly penitent hearts, calling to mind his bitter ſuf. 


ferings ſor your ſakes with gratitude and low 


Give me leave \ to put a queſtion tt = you. Should | 
any of you have a near and dear friend, juſt: going 


0 take his laſt leave of you and the world ; ſhould 
he 


e, in remem bra 
for 


my 


And 
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And now, happy are you, if ye hear 
and lead your hves OP to it! whic 


” 


er to the' Giver 


* * 
F £4 * 1 J 
LS 1 ; 
2 s..4 — % : 
To * 
PREY 2 G | * 1 ; g ; —_ , 
1 * 8 4 = F p £ by p N. 4 x : : q ** + wi a 
7 l Fs * 1 6 1 = 4 1 1 ” : $ 1 k 55 o 
1 Þ £ 7 #453 ' . . 4 22 F > + 1 E KAMA 4 "WF x +4 : . 4 | 
1 . ON : 4 & | 
* 
* 
k f N i 
0. . 0 
* * * I f 2 ; Þ 1 ; . . 
N 1 1 1 4 * Oo * 5 , 
* — & -# | x F : 7 * „ * * % 7 5 I | £ q 1 k ; x: 1 1 b : q 
| av” 1 ; 3 LAPS e ie 34 
* 8 * * A * ” Ss. 4 a & — # % : * % ” - 4,0 4-6 . hw + 
- % 1 8 5 
.. 
| — 
0 s 
7 * F 2 £ A * * \ : 
g * F ! of fo 1 * aw. 4 
4 1 ” _— | r ti» 4 NFM ror} 
f 5 4211 ö * ' : 4 5 g r s Ir ' ; 5 » 
k | L N 4] # *. ** 0 2 20 «a 1 3 1 1 of > 1 - . . - 1 Py „ % * a "I J x 
Po + off \ : os = - phe " x N 4 | 
, I AG x . * 
* Id 
- * 
1 . 1 - 
* 
| ü 8 1 1 * Cx . 
2 Y 4 Pl 3 £ ** + 3 Y 
1 * s 4 f 2 , : 4 1 F- 
a * * ot a. 
\ 8 : 
* 1 * ”- ö 
; », % 
PER . G 
1 * 8 - : * 4 4 f . 'S 
# & Shs # * . * 4 * o # = * * 
1 
= 
: | * 
— 9 * * x 'y , 
8 ** [1 * £ 1 y | 
, \ » eien 1 
4 * % F * % * E 4. * 8 1 1 F 
4 3X. * "W_ 4 4 bs or * 
„ - of Ws #\ 
o 4 
* 
— * * n 
— * 1 
£ - 
4 4 d - y ; : 4 5 I ? 
X * * 7 q 
* * 01. 
a4 1 „ s . 4 D : 
% l 
- o : 
. 
% EY 1 b 4 , ; | | 
y k . 7 
N 42 W | 
. | 5 : * * 4. * 23 
— — * 5 4 Pg 
* «a . 
1 5 : 2 
- 9,7 
F "© : 
Fig! 2 + 
A a & * = 
d 
* 
- 
# 
* 
* * ? F * 
% * £ | = 4 
N k 4 * x Hh : 2 2 s 7 1 11 
| 0 £ "3 & 3.4 4 
0 * — 9 * 
o 
* N . 
— 
# 
» 
2 * 
* y 4 ” - * My : — 
* 
* 
- © = * 
: - { 4 . g 42 
* A [ | 7 
* * 7 % s #X % * 1 1 g p | ; 
a ; N ” * * * - 
* — 4 * — 4 44 Py o  *% 
k a ; 
: a 
* * 3 1 4 
> ? f : i . 1 
: * * * ” i : a * . 5 # 
' „ 
* * 1 : ; 0 ; ' 
«a 4 # 3, 7 . mY 
4 
* — 
- , 
* # * — * » 4 8 * ., 4 1 $ \ \ 
7 \ [1 x , * 8 ; 
| * * 4 L * 
” 4 * 5 * * — * 
W _ 
. * 8 . 
% . . 
ö PF 5 q ” * LOS” — 
- LY » 3 , 
1 ,” 4 * * » 
2 4 — 
1 
. * © . 


4 * 7 * 5 
1 F * 5 * 1 * 4 , 8 
N f SV 0 ' L i # 4 3 
* 4 * * 12 5 4 . 5 4 1 
F * i x. Fj 4 ; . wt A £ % + >. * 4 Ps vs 
- — 
— * A . 
. 
» * 
? 4 
- 
4 ; ” — * k 4 
U > 
| ; . « * * * * 
4 — * 
* 
” 1 3 
\ s 4 N ; 1 * 
; . a 4 F - . o 
4 % 4 * - * 1 — ons —— 


i 
| 


1 
x 
4 
5 
y 


— 


: 


